
 

 

Ladybird, Ladybird! 

Spring is here, the time when ladybirds wake from their long winter sleep and fly off in search of food. 
There are more than 4000 different species of ladybird worldwide but in Britain, we only have about 45 
species, of which 26 look like a classic ladybird, brightly coloured and patterned. They are members of 
the beetle family and in some places they are known as ‘ladybugs’. They are usually between 2-8 mm in 
size, depending on the species. 

Many of the species are named after the number of spots they have: 2-spot, 7-spot and 10-spot lady-
birds are all common. Not all ladybirds have spots, some have stripes, patches, streaks or are even just 
plain coloured and so can look like other types of beetle. 

These patterns are on the hard wing cases of the ladybird, which protect their delicate wings. If you 
watch one take flight, you will see they open and lift apart 
to allow the ladybird to release and use it’s wings. Other 
species of beetle have the same arrangement.  

Ladybirds are brightly coloured as a warning to birds and 
other predators not to eat them, as they will find that they 
taste terrible! Sometimes, if frightened, they fall on their 
backs and lie still pretending to be dead until the danger 
has passed.  

Ladybirds are sometimes called ‘the gardener’s friend’, be-
cause they eat tiny insects called aphids and other garden 
pests. Greenfly are aphids that feed on and damage plants 
including roses. ( The famous range of ‘Ladybird’ children’s books, formerly produced in Loughborough, 
were so named because one of the company directors was a keen rose-grower and ladybirds were his 
favourite insect!) We have detailed displays about the Ladybird Books story in the Museum. 

For more information on these valued and colourful creatures, look at:  www.wildlifeworld.co.uk/
pages/ladybirds   or  https://ladybirdchallenge.co.uk 

 
So, now here’s a challenge for you next time you are outdoors in a garden or park, count how many la-
dybirds you can find.  

If you’re with friends or family members, you could make it a contest with maybe a time limit of 5 or 10 
minutes (or whatever suits you). If anyone has a camera phone they could get photos of the ones they 
see. There is a free downloadable App called ‘Seek’ which uses images from a camera phone “to identify 
insects, birds, plants, amphibians and more”. Although not always 100% accurate, it is a good starting 
point for anyone with an interest in the natural world. To find out more, go to  https://
www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app     

By counting the spots or markings, you can try to identify the different species you find. 

For an indoor activity, make a model or an illustration of a ladybird, perhaps of your favourite species.  

We’d love to see what you produce, if you’d like to send an image to us 
at museum@charnwood.gov.uk  
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